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same time that the Titanic went down the century-and-a-half-
old wooden ship the Success crossed the ocean without a mishap.
We don't know who built that old hulk, whereas we know who
drew up the plans for the Titanic, and perhaps it is not quite fair
to try to draw a moral from this unfortunate incident. But a
bench along the sea wall of Darien is apt to make one think of
a great many things.

I wonder what ideas came to poor old Balboa when he sat on
his little peak and looked at this same ocean? Perhaps he was
only worrying how he could get safely down again. As a matter
of fact, it would have been much better for him if he had stayed
where he was. Having your head chopped off in the public
square of Acla in return for a lifetime of hardships and priva-
tions must have been very disappointing, not to say provoking!
But, again, that is the way it goes, and, after all, I don't make
history: I only write about it.

Let me see! Where was I when I dozed off? I was trying to
imagine what mis spot must have looked like in the days when
the accumulated plunder from the East used to be brought here
after having successfully crossed from Manila to Panama. Once
safely inside the Gulf, the galleons were unloaded, the boxes and
bales were hoisted on the backs of the natives, and the ghasdy
procession started northward across the Isthmus.

The trip seems to have taken about a month. The numbers
that fell by the wayside were enormous, but in the end the boxes
and baks and barrels reached the Atlantic seaboard. Then they
were once more moved from the backs of the Indians into the
holds of a dozen Spanish galleons. From that moment on the
perils of the voyage greatly increased, as the Leeward Islands
and the Antilles offered excellent opportunities for surprise
mack* from the English and the Dutch, who had established
themselves on these rocky islets. They were rather like the
nobber banon* who during the Middle Ages used to infest the
bank* of the Rhine for similar economic purposes.